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JourneyNotes with Pastor Dianne Rodriguez
n service on 9/26/2021 you heard
a poem by UCC Maren Tirabassi. I
use her words as an opening to my
report; to help us capture our
imagination with hope, that paints a
longterm vision on the canvas of
ministry at Parkrose Community UCC.

I

Born into the season of all souls,
ghosts and saints, season of bonfires
to hallow the hunting dark and
lanterns to shine the wandering spirits
in, may you have wandering in you,
and a holiness no cloister can define;
may a great creative fire be kindled on
the horizon of you; where love lights a
candle to welcome you home.
Spiritually since I have returned from
my twoweek vacation at the end of
August, I have sensed Parkrose and her
ministry is being born into something
brand new. During the pandemic our
story began to change and subsequently

our future is changed.
MidSeptember I had a
courageous church
conversation with
Nancy Davis. Though
Philip Clayton’s
Courageous Church
presentation addressed climate change
and imagining a possible future for
humanity there is a section of his
transcript that invites us as church to
embrace a vision and purpose of being
a community of faith now at this point
in history. Philip Clayton shared:
Brian David Korten wrote a book a
few years ago called Change the
Story, Change the Future because it is
about changing the story, but that's
something that people of faith know
all about metanoia or conversion is
changing the story of my life. It's
changing, what's most fundamental
and what priorities I live by. What's
Continued on Page 2...
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the community that works with me as
my allies and what are my longterm
goals. So, the change, the story change,
the future is completely geared to the
strengths of people of faith.
The next one is we know that changing
this story also involves works, befitting
righteousness, is it says that is that you
got to live differently. You don't just
change the story, put a new business
card with a cross on it in your wallet and
go on around life. Like the way you're
used to. We know that it means intricate
details of change. And pastors are those
who walk along with congregations and
individuals and help them in the
specifics of living, according to their
new story that they've adopted. So that
makes us also a role.
And the third one is that longterm
should be in the domain of people who
believe in a creator and culminating
God, a God who seeks to bend the arc of
history toward justice.
My first Sunday back from vacation Ruby
and I had a wonderful conversation
reflecting, challenging one another, and
deeply sharing about the goal of youth
ministry in church. How blessed we were
to have one of our youth, Ruby, share her
perspective of youth ministry.
The following Sunday Nancy Davis and I
spoke about the crisis of climate change,
Genesis 1, originally blessing, hope, and
vision in a world in which so much
brokenness was revealed during the
pandemic. We also heard a word of hope
during service from the transition team
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in their reading of Parkrose’s Vision/
Mission and Purpose/Value statement
on September 26th. This statement was
scripted from the voices of the
congregation who met with the
transition team. The statement
appeared in the Crier in weekly updates
and hard copies in your bulletin. It will
also be a part of the church profile.
On the same Sunday Lucile and I were
in conversation speaking about the
notion that courageous churches love
wastefully. I am excited to announce
that Rev. Robert Lee from courageous
church that prompted our conversation
will be coming to visit Portland in
January. He and I will be having a
progressive/courageous church
conversation in service on January 9.
This statement was scripted from the
voices of the congregation who met
with the transition team.
On October 3rd after service Lucile and
I invited the chair of each of our
committees to meet with us after
service. We looked at: How our new V/
M and P/V statement is at work already
in your committee. Visioning: how
might your committee work grow into
living out more of this document? How
can this document help you discern
who you are and what you do? How
can this document help your committee
stay connected to the whole body of the
church?
Marge and I had a conversation about
not understanding people going hungry
where communion is being celebrated.
October 10, Sue, and I shared our ideas

about the hermeneutic of the gospel,
being human flourishing.
On October 17th we did not have
service because of Covid precautions.
On the day of writing this report,
October 24, Tanya and I shared a
conversation about, the intersection of
meaning and money, and Faith,
finances, and ReImagining God’s
economy.
Marge had a moment for the new
subcommittee of Parish Life. Marge
will chair Nurturing and Friendship
committee. Clay also presented a Covid
Precautions moment during service
explaining the new fan and air
purifying systems, along with the
availability of Kn95 masks. Thank you
to both Marge and Cay for enriching
our time together and keeping us safe.
I want to thank everyone who took the
time to get acquainted with a
courageous church presenter, so we
could share their ideas in our
conversation with all of you. If you
would like to take on a Sunday with
me, feel free to ask. You do not have to
attend courageous church or wait for
me to ask you.
I continue to meet with staff. Last
month Lucile and I met with our new
sexton Bamba. We are happy to report
that he has truly kept our campus
clean, works well with staff and
partners in our building, and relates
well to the guests on the campus.
Lucile and I will be meeting with
Bamba for monthly check ins.
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In September Erica, Lucile and I met
with officer Jordan Zaitz and David
Anderson, to better build relationship
with the officers that keep our guests,
neighbors, and community safe.
For the past few months, I have been in
conversation with Beacon Village as
they grow their safe shelter program at
the Bridgeport UCC in southeast
Portland. They are helpful in sharing
resources, ideas, and experiences
October started off with the Crafters
Bazaar. It was a delight to experience
the Crafters Bazaar as it evolved into a
community festa. Most importantly it
was a wonderful community event ripe
with possibility in community
relationship building. Thank you,
Erica intern Ben, Clay, Lucile, Blair,
Sharon, and all of you working to make
this happen.
The transition team and I met on
October 7 to discuss our gathering the
congregation considering the next focus
point, leadership. The transition team
hosted two leadership gatherings with
the congregation after service one on
October 10th and our last on October
24th. We had a circle time beginning,
break down into smaller groups then a
coming together for a large group
sharing. If you have missed one of these
gatherings and would like to talk with a
transition team member considering
leadership, please call me and I will
arrange a gathering. In the next few
weeks to come I will be meeting with
the transition team to pick our next

focus point, and to schedule gatherings
with the congregation.
Most importantly please feel free to call
me with any pastoral concerns of your
own or of others. My cell is 516673
1231. You can also text or email. Come
to the office for a chat!
I ask that we continue to hold Isolde
and Bruno in your prayers as well as
David Hohnstein and family.
Courageous Parkrose church I delight
in ministry with you as we continue to
understand who Jesus is for us. I leave
us with paraphrased thoughts from
Maren’s poem. May we always be able
to shed the scattered things, and find
roots deep, to outline in the glow of
sunset the naked beauty of our soul.
Shalom,

You are invited to attend a weekly
study group every Tuesday at 1 p.m.
in the Mariners Room to hear a
diverse group of church leaders
discuss Courageous Church.
Please join us.
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Blessings everyone,
This year, Parkrose Community UCC's
annual Congregational Meeting will be
held via Zoom. So, we hope you all can
join us on Sunday, December 12th at
1:00pm for the Zoom Call.
Your Zoom invite is below. We will be
sending out the invite again as the date
nears.
***
Parkrose Community United Church of
Christ is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom
meeting.
Topic: Congregational Meeting
Time: Dec 12, 2021 01:00 PM Pacific
Time (US and Canada)
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/
84141908903?
pwd=d2swYWE1d1BIcnk0N0dod0JjUVp
mZz09
Meeting ID: 841 4190 8903
Passcode: PCUCC
Dial by your location
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
+1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)

A message from Pastor Dianne...
We value you! We value your health!
We value our community! In order to
keep everyone safe and informed in
light of Covid and Covid
breakthroughs, we are going to ask if
you have tested positive for Covid and
or have been exposed please contact
the church office immediately so that
we can begin contact tracing. Thank
you for we are each other's keepers.

The Crier 5

Report from the Moderator
by Lucile Harden

NovDec 2021
Dear Friends,
I hope you all are doing
well. It’s definitely Fall;
Daylight Savings is
ending; the trees have
beautiful colors; it’s cooler and wetter.
I continue to be thankful for good
health and able to remain active in
church and see and call family and
friends.
The Transition Team presented the
Mission/Vision and Purpose/Value
Statement to the Congregation in
September. We had a leadership
meeting of ministry team chairs to
discuss the statement and how we see
leadership now and as we move
forward. Two other leadership
meetings were held to gather input
from everyone to determine what types
of leadership will be needed and how
we can all work together as a
community. Thanks to the Transition
Team and all who have participated in
this process.
This has been a challenging time for all
of us during the pandemic. We’ve lost
members, had to conduct meetings and
business by Zoom, but together we
have all persevered and accomplished
so much. The Fall Festival and Crafters
Bazaar was held in October. The
weather was perfect, and the vendors
were pleased, as well as all of the
people who came to the event. Thank
you, Erica, for making this an amazing
event.

The Courageous Church speakers
continue to be inspirational. The one
word that seems to repeat itself is
“Love”—Love is constant; Love Wins;
Love Wastefully; Fierce Love to name a
few.
We are continuing the work for our
Safe Shelter Area for our unhoused
guests. Hopefully, we will be able to
begin construction of the Conestoga
Huts soon. We continue to provide
meals from Feed the Mass on Monday,
Wednesday, and Friday. Thanks to all
our volunteers who pick up meals and
for those that distribute them on those
days. Erica and her volunteers continue
to provide coffee and donuts and
showers twice a month with our
partners from Providence and Union
Gospel Mission.
Please continue to keep folks in your
prayers that are having health issues
and not able to attend church in
person. Continue to reach with a phone
call to check in, and if anyone needs a
ride or a meal, please don’t hesitate to
call me. I am thankful I am a part of
this amazing community.
Blessings to all,
Lucile
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November Birthdays
December Birthdays

Jean Cline

11/02

Armeda Darrach

11/08

Travis Martin

11/09

Paige Osburn

11/11

Carol Bechtel

11/12

Cecilia Goodling

11/16

Jessica Harrison

11/21

Jahna Albertus

11/23

Corky Loudat

11/29

Matthew Masters

12/04

Steve Campbell

12/07

Donation Statements

Robert Barzler

12/14

John Delco

12/15

Isolde Reule

12/20

Anne Crockatt

12/24

Scott Mattox

12/25

Any time you want a
pdf copy of your
Donation Statement
emailed to you or a
paper copy mailed to
you, simply contact the
church office and
request one.

Jesse Goodling

12/25

Reservations for In-Person Service are

No Longer Necessary
Pastor Dianne officially cancelled the
need to reserve seats for inperson
services! Everyone can now simply
come to church on any Sunday, no
need to contact anyone first.
Everyone is welcome, but do be
mindful that masks and social
distancing are still required.

Monthly Calendar

Robert "Rob" Rubsam 12/29
Barbara Clark

12/29

keep connected:

Don't forget to call your church
friends, especially those who do
not receive these electronic
messages. This is one simple way we can
stay connected during this time.

If you would like a monthly
print version of the
calendar, simply contact
the church office with your
request. Otherwise, regular
updates of the church calendar are
available in the Weekly Update, and an
online copy is always available on the
church website here:
www.parkroseucc.org/churchcalendar
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News from the Community Life & Youth Ministry
2021 A Season of Sharing JOY! his birthday! Seemed
most appropriate.
We have been busy in the Community
Thank you to the many
Life & Youth Ministries office!
who helped make this
Painting salmon, Turtle Surveys,
drive successful.
putting the FUN in fundraising at the
Crafter’s Bazaar & Fall Festival, and
activities with pizzagamespumpkin
carving at Tanya’s!
The Sunday school program has
enjoyed a few visitors over the
summer. It is always great to see our
families when we get the chance. As
we enter the Fall and winter seasons,
we continue to practice safe distances
and mask wearing in person to
observe Covid responsibility.

Dean Simpson
Memorial Blood Drive
with American Red Cross

In partnership with Mission &
Outreach team, PCUCC held a Blood
Drive with American Red Cross on
September 20ht 2021. We held the
Dean Simpson Memorial Blood Drive
in honor of my father, who was a long
time member of Parkrose UCC and
volunteer for the American Red Cross
Disaster Services. September 20th was

Crafter’s Bazaar
& Fall Festival!
Oh, my Lord! October 2nd was a
magnificent day! We had over 20
fantastic vendors, 3 amazing
community partners
and adorable BABY
GOATS! A ginormous
THANK YOU to those
who helped plan the
event, set up and close
shop at the end of the
day! Here are just a
few Sweet outcomes!
• We raised over $2500.00 for church
• Shopped & Supported over 20 local,
small businesses!
• Spread appreciation and showcased
some pretty awesome community
partner organizations.
• Adored the Baby goats!
• Greatly contributed to the Goodness
of East County!
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• The secret to a turtle’s hibernation is
buttbreathing, known as cloacal
respiration.

Intern & Project Blessing
After Worship on Sunday, Nov. 7th
Join after worship to bless the
installation of Ben the Intern, the Youth
mural, Courtyard rain garden &
meadow scape planting, Community art
Projects and Outdoor Safe Shelter.

Caring for Creation Turtle
Surveys!
This past spring and summer, the
youth participated in monitoring
surveys for Western Painted Turtles
(Chrysemys picta). Surveys were
conducted in the Columbia Slough and
Multnomah Channel, by canoe. We
look forward to more opportunities for
monitoring in the spring.
What we learned during our
monitoring sessions?

Community Life Ministries:
Meet Ben the Incredible Intern! Ben
came to us from Youth progress. As he
aged out of their program, we began
talks at Parkrose of utilizing him as an
intern. This also brought in an amazing
opportunity to build a partnership with
Rosemary Anderson High School to
help fund his internship. His amazing
help can be seen with the various
projects that are undertaken in the
Community Life Office, from courtyard
planting to Coffee & Donuts/Shower
mobile services. Come by the

• Proper ways to handle turtles and
record data
Amicia Nametka and their team of U of
• What invasive species inhabit the
O design students Freedom by Design
same areas and their impact on
created a fantastic PR document that
native species.
illustrates the Partnership between
Parkrose UCC, Providence and
• Turtles will utilize fallen trees and
Freedom by Design.
the tree’s branches as modified
basking platforms.
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Please refer to their flyer. It’s an
exciting next step! We look forward to
the construction of our Safe Shelter
Conestoga village.
We continue to network with
supporting organizations.

Great ways to get involved!
Donations Needed for
the Community Closet!
• Clothing appropriate for outdoor
wear (rain jackets, seasonalweather
coats, etc.)
• EZPull tab canned goods, this
includes: Fruits, soups, chilis,
chowders, & stews, Proteins such as
Tuna fish, sardines, etc.
• Bottled Water
• Granola Bars and fruit cups.
• Toothbrushes and toothpaste
Community Closet Donations can be
received on Tuesdays from 11am1pm,
or on Sundays after worship.
Coffee & Donuts & Shower Mobile are
now happening together on the First &
Last Thursdays of each month from
10am 3pm (Coffee & Donuts happen
in the first 2 hours.)
Helpers are needed
to schedule, hand
out towels and
remind folks when
it’s their turn for
showers.

Want to be a builder for a day or help
feed a hungry and hardworking crew?
Dates for Conestoga Building are to be
set. Get on the list to help build or help
feed folx.
Thank you ALWAYS for your amazing,
continued support of OUR community!

specIal offerIngs
Parkrose UCC is proud to be a 5 for 5
church, which means we donate to the
four special mission offerings and our
Churches Wider Mission.
Strengthen the Church
October
The Strengthen the Church offering is
used to reimagine and build the future of
the UCC. It supports youth ministries
and fulltime leaders for new churches,
as well as support for existing church’s
new initiatives.
Neighbors in Need
October
The Neighbors in Need offering supports
ministries of justice and compassion
throughout the United States and
includes the Council for American Indian
Ministries, justice and advocacy, and
direct service projects supported by
Justice and Local Church Ministries.
The Christmas Fund
December 19

*Upcoming dates are: October 28th,
November 4th & November 18th.
(Moved up for Thanksgiving)
Shifts are available.

The Christmas Fund cares for active and
retired clergy and lay employees of the
UCC, providing emergency grants,
supplementation of small annuities and
health premiums, and Christmas “Thank
You” gift checks each December to our
lowerincome retirees.
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Students are hard at work on
cutting-edge design solutions.

Loving our
Neighbors

Research in architecture and its associated fields such as
landscape, interior design, and urban planning all point to
changes that we can physically build, that will make
communities safer. Simply put, by building for greater
privacy and dignity, as well as spaces for gatherings, and
getting to know our neighbors, our communities become
safer.

Safer Together

AIAS Freedom
By Design

Parkrose Community
United Church of
Christ

Providence
BOB Program

For more information on the program, partners scan these
QR codes with the camera of your smart device or phone:

Stronger Together

WATCH THIS SPACE FOR IMPROVEMENTS COMING SOON

Houselessness is an indisputable part of our neighborhood and
city. Parkrose Community United Church of Christ, the
Providence BOB (Better Outcomes Thru Bridges Program), and
a student group of architecture students at the University of
Oregon called the AIAS Freedom By Design are working
together on innovative design improvements that will bring
our neighborhood together, and make it safer.

Our Neighborhood

Through Community and Design

Keeping Our Neighborhood Safe

TESTIMONIES, NOT TESTS OF THE
FAITH
The United Church of Christ embraces a
theological heritage that affirms the
Bible as the authoritative witness to the
Word of God, the creeds of the
ecumenical councils, and the confessions
of the Reformation. The UCC has roots
in the "covenantal" tradition—meaning
there is no centralized authority or
hierarchy that can impose any doctrine
or form of worship on its members.
Christ alone is Head of the church. We
seek a balance between freedom of
conscience and accountability to the
apostolic faith. The UCC therefore
receives the historic creeds and
confessions of our ancestors as
testimonies, but not tests of the faith.
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Parkrose Community United Church of Christ
P.O. Box 30063
Portland, OR 97294

OPEN AND AFFIRMING

In Galatians 3.28 we are reminded that
despite our differences we are all "one in
Christ Jesus." Therefore, we, the people of
Parkrose Community United Church of
Christ, declare ourselves to be open and
affirming. With God's grace, we seek to be a
congregation that includes all persons,
embracing differences of sexual orientation,
gender, marital status, age, mental and
physical ability, as well as racial, ethnic,
religious, political or socialeconomic
background. We welcome all to share in the
life and leadership, ministry, and fellowship,
worship, sacraments, responsibilities and
blessings of participation in our
congregation. This is God's church and no
matter who you are or where you are on life's
journey, you are welcome here.

