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Gratitude for being able 
to meet with Pastor Leyva 
and Lucile to inform 
Darkness to Light that 
they could resume 
gathering for prayer and 
worship. Gratitude for 
gifting Youth Progress a 
Kiwi vine that they planted and will 
nurture on our campus. Gratitude for 
witnessing the growth of relationship 
among our congregation, our campus 
guests, and the partnerships. It is in these 
relationships that we continue to grow 
our collaborative campus ministry into a 
bold expression of the fullness of God’s 
expansive love. 

This past month I have been in 
conversation with Kim and Lawrence of 
Union Gospel Mission as they continue to 
be a resource for our campus ministry. I 
received an email and visit from Aaron 
Kalsey of Volunteers of America. Aaron 
expresses a desire to be a resource for 
counseling needs. Aaron was also very 
inspired by our campus ministry, and will 
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his month as a nation we celebrate 
the good news of Juneteenth being 
made a federal holiday. In her blog 

“all things change” Rev. Angel Kyodo 
williams reminds us, there is good reason 
to recall this day's nickname — Jubilee. 
Gratitude to the thousands upon 
thousands of people that insisted on this 
recognition of a truth that sets us all a 
little freer. 

In the last few weeks as we head into the 
summer season, I have felt a sense of 
communal gratitude now that CoVid 
restrictions are starting to be lifted. 
Gratitude for having people in the 
sanctuary for Sunday service. Gratitude 
for our monthly drive thru fellowships; 
our most recent the Blessing of our 
Memory Tree. Our next summer themed 
drive thru fellowship is scheduled for July 
25th. Gratitude for the beautiful courtyard 
planters. Gratitude for attending 
Courageous Church gatherings.  Gratitude 
that vaccinations and masks continue to 
keep us safe. And gratitude to have more 
opportunity to see you face to face. 
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PARKROSE COMMUNITY
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Phone:  5032535457

MAIL: 
P.O. Box 30063

Portland, OR 97294

OFFICE & WORSHIP:
12505 NE Halsey Street

Portland, OR  97230

OFFICE EMAIL: 
office@parkroseucc.org

PASTOR DIANNE’S EMAIL:
blackswan57@parkroseucc.org  

On The Web:  www.parkroseucc.org
facebook.com/parkrosecommunityucc

Pastor Dianne’s Open Office Hours:

(Please Call for Availability)

 Church Office Hours: 

Monday to Friday: 9:00a.m.—2:00 p.m.

Staff

Rev. Dianne Rodriguez, Interim Pastor

Lucile Harden, Moderator

Aaron Winegar, Office Administrator

Erica Martin, Community Life & Youth Director

A.J. Wong, Music Director

Niki Farley, Accompanist 

Rev. Charles W. Ross, Pastor Emeritus

attend our Coffee and Donuts Thursdays 
with Erica, Alex, congregants and campus 
guests. 

This Sunday begins our conversational 
series “I’ve been meaning to Ask,” in service. 
I am grateful I have 4 participants to explore 
the questions, where are you from, where 
does it hurt? what do you need? and where 
do we go from here?   Our stories are messy 
and beautiful; painful and hopeful. I am 
curious as I hope you are to hear the 
conversations that are generated each week 
offering us an opportunity to deepen our 
intimacy. I’ve come to believe each person 
and each community has their own gospel 
that is being written and rewritten. After 
service this Sunday and on the 27th the 
Transition Team and I will meet with the 
congregation to reflect on the focus point 
mission. If you have not signed up 
please do so. And if need be, we can host 
an additional gathering.  

Staff and I continue to meet weekly, and 
Niki and I continue to offer SASP twice a 
month.     

I am ever grateful that we navigated almost 
a full year together through difficult times, 
during the pandemic and death of Pastor 
Don. And now thanks to all of you and your 
faith in God we are finding freedom in 
breathing easier. Clarissa Pinkola Estes 
spiritually councils us about navigating 
difficult times. She says, one of the most 
calming and powerful actions you can do to 
intervene in a stormy world is to stand up 
and show your soul. A soul on deck shines 
like gold in dark times.  

I am grateful for you individually and 
collectively as church for standing up and 
showing your souls, shining like gold during 
dark times
Shalom,
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Oscar Mangalindan 08/04

Quentin Van Benthuysen08/09

Louise Anderson 08/11

Liz Morse 08/19

Barbara Simpson 08/25

Kimberly Morey 08/25

Cliff Allen 08/27

Sally Parkins 08/28

Ron Glanville 08/28

Jan Eck 08/28

Jim Gaudina 08/31
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Paul Tober 07/01

Paul "Smokey" Stover 07/01

Jean Henry 07/12

Elena Durant 07/15

Goldie Hohnstein 07/26

Molly RowanRobertson 07/28

Dear Friends,
 
In the Spring of 2013, our church parking lot 
needed to be excavated and repaved.   At that 
time, it was suggested to keep our investment 
in good shape, we would need to SealCoat 
every five years. We are now two years past 
the time to SealCoat, so we cannot delay any 
longer.  
 
Our bid to do the SealCoat is $6400.  
Through your generous donations, we are a 
little over halfway to achieving our goal. 
Thank you!
 
There's still a ways to go. If you can help us 
out, please send your donation to the PCUCC 
Capital Fund Drive in the enclosed envelope.  
We thank you for your continued support to 
our church.
 
Blessings, 
 
Lucile Harden
Moderator
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Our partnership with Portland Fruit Tree 
Project is working well, too.  They have 
scheduled monthly community work 
parties through the summer.  Anyone is 
welcome to come, but you need to sign up 
on their website and take the safety 
training. 

Thanks to all who have contributed to the 
recoat of the church parking lot; we’re 
over halfway there.  The date for the 
recoating is set for August 2 and 3. 

Thanks to all who continue to support our 
church with time, talent, and finances so 
that we may continue to do the important 
work and building partnerships that we 
are called to do.  By working together, we 
can and do make a difference.

Please continue to stay safe, and I’ll look 
forward to when we can gather again.

Blessings to all,

Lucile

JulyAugust 2021
The time has flown by 
since our last Crier.  It’s 
hard to believe July is 
here.  Half of 2021 has 
passed!  I hope you are all 

staying well and cool, as it is officially 
summer.  I’m grateful that the vaccines 
have been available and that we are now 
able to do a few things together. 

Our campus continues to remain busy.  
We are now able to allow a limited 
number of people to attend Sunday 
service while still live streaming.  SoValTi 
and Youth Progress are in the building 
daily.  Feed the Mass meals are 
distributed on Monday and Wednesday.  
Our partnerships with Providence BOB, 
Union Gospel Mission and others 
continue to evolve.  With a grant that 
Erica applied for and received, our flower 
beds in the courtyard have new soil, 
rocks, and plants.  Erica and our campus 
guests and Youth Progress have worked 
hard to complete this, and the beds look 
amazing.  Darkness to Light is pleased to 
be back in the building as well with a 
limited number of parishioners and safe 
distancing.  

In June Pastor Dianne held a gathering to 
bless the Memory Tree in the courtyard 
and place rocks around it to remember 
those special people in our lives.  The 
gathering included some beautiful music 
led by Jesse and Mike.  The Memory Tree 
is the beautiful dogwood next to one of 
the planter boxes.  If you were not able to 
attend the dedication, there are rocks still 
available to place around the tree in 
honor of loved ones. 

Report from the Moderator
by Lucile Harden

You are invited to attend a biweekly 
study group every other Tuesday at 1 
p.m. to hear a diverse group of church 
leaders discuss Courageous Church.  

Our next meeting will be on July 6 at 
1:00 p.m. in the Mariners Room.  Our 
speaker will be Rev. Claudio Carvalhaes. 
Please join us.
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Below is a timeline for this 
project which runs 
through October 31st. 

  •  End of May – The 
Courtyard beds 
have been Planted! Thanks to Ben 
from Youth Progress & Campus 
Guests, Brian for their help in 
shoveling, soil and rocks and getting 
plants in the ground.

  •  June, July & August – Painting 
“Salmon” themed fence art. 

To sign up for available dates/time slots, 
please get in touch with Erica. This is a 
multigenerational activity!

Tuesday, June 29th 11am1pm
Saturday, July 10th 11am1pm 

*Other dates are in the works. Again, we 
will keep you informed of upcoming 
dates. 

  •  SeptemberOctober –  Project 
completion and Seed scattering 
celebration! (Date to be announced. 

News from the Community Life & Youth Ministry 
2021 A Summer of Sharing JOY!

Sharing Joy…
Did you know when you share joy you are 
expressing the importance of caring for 
another person.  Sharing is fundamental 
to the development of all human 
relationships and civilizations. We begin 
learning to share as soon as we can 
communicate. 

Courtyard, Spring Planting & 
Community Art Installation
GO US! We received the funding from 
East Multnomah Soil & Water 
Conservation District’s SPACE 
conservation grant to assist in spring 
planting events and outreach events to 
enhance campus (raised beds and to 
replace bioswale vegetation.) We were 
awarded $2000.00 toward this project!  
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WORLD TURTLE DAY!
The youth celebrated World Turtle Day 
doing Community Science Turtle 
monitoring & trapping at Whitaker 
Ponds. We have planned and look 
forward to additional surveys by kayak in 
July.  Attention Parents: We are looking 
at July 6th & 9th, during the week. Please 
confirm if those dates work for your 
youth! Carpooling is available. 

Community Life Ministries: 
Leadership and I continue to work with 
coordinators from various organizations 
to determine guiding factors to 
implement of our outdoor safe shelter 
ministry and better define our 
boundaries. This work is vital as we work 
with coordinators from organizations to 
provide various services for outdoor safe 
shelter ministry guests. 

We are excited to have made recent 
connections to Union Gospel Mission, We 
Shine, and Volunteers of America. The 
services they can offer include access to 
shower mobile and counseling. 

Alex and the crew over at Providence 
Behavioral Health BOB continue to serve 
as an essential resource for us and our 
guests. In more recent news, Alex 
connected us with a team of U of O design 
students will be working with us to help 
design our Conestoga Village. This process 
will begin SOON in Summer 2021. It’s 
exciting. 

To be real for a moment, serving our 
unhoused neighbors does not come 
without conflict. Staff and leadership work 
relentlessly to resolve conflict and find 
solutions to issues that happen. Events, 
such as the courtyard planting and coffee 
& donuts help to build authentic and 
genuine relationships with our campus 
community. A friend called me and asked 
if I still went to the church by BiMart. She 
thought it was beautiful that we had 
started that ministry for the unhoused and 
wanted to applaud our efforts. Truly 
encouraging words to hear. 
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keep connected: 
Don't forget to call your church 
friends, especially those who do 
not receive these electronic 

messages.  This is one simple way we can 
stay connected during this time.

Donation Requests for the 
Community Closet! 

Thank you for those who have 
contributed to the Community Closet. 
Since January 2021, we have passed out 
10 “groceries on the go” bags, over 15+ 
“Blessing bags”, numerous water bottles 
and various canned goods, like easy open 
soups & chilis. 

We have also received donations for our 
community ministries that are difficult to 
distribute or prepare and often go 
unused. It costs us extra time and money 
to accommodate these kinds of 
donations. 

Here is a list of items that are difficult to 
prepare and/or often go unused:

  •  Dry goodsrice or beans

  •  Packaged pasta meals.

  •  Canned goods (with no pull tab)

  •  Bags of potatoes or onions

  •  Trendy clothing or homestyle 
bedding.  

  •  Opened bottles of anything. Including 
shampoos, lotions, conditioners, etc.

*While these are no doubt great items, 
there are many human service 
organizations that will accept these items. 
(Please check with your favorite charities 
to see what their needs and the needs of 
the people they serve are.) Imagine 
camping with these items and having no 
proper way to prepare these foods. 

Here is a list of USABLE items that are 
needed in the Community Closet:

  •  New or Gently used Men’s Hanes style 
TShirts (Sizes Medium Through Extra 
Large) 

  •  Clothing appropriate for outdoor wear 
(rain jackets, seasonalweather coats, 
etc.) 

  •  EZPull tab canned goods, this 
includes:

  o  Fruits, soups, chilis, chowders, & 
stews

  o  Proteins such as Tuna fish, 
sardines, etc.

  •  Bottled Water (especially during this 
heat wave.) 

  •  Granola Bars and fruit cups. 

  •  Plastic cutlery 

  •  Paper plates (Sorry, no Styrofoam)

Community Closet Donations can be 
received on Tuesdays from 10am1pm or 
on Sundays, after worship. Thank you for 
your amazing, continued support of 
YOUR community! 

In the great words of the 1989 science 
fiction adventure film “Bill & Ted’s 
Excellent 

Adventure” …” Be excellent to one 
another.” 
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Singing As Spiritual Practice
It was the 5th Century Bishop who 
said, "those who sing pray twice." 
Pastor Dianne is excited to invite you 
to SASP (Singing As Spiritual Practice); 
Niki will lead us in song throughout a 
simple liturgy of scripture, poetry, 
silence and meditation. Thank you 
Niki!

SASP will be held on the second 
Thursday and fourth Saturday of each 
month. The gathering will be held via 
Zoom and will last for approximately 
45 minutes to an hour. You will need 
your voice, a willingness to make joyful 
noise, a candle, and something to light 
it.  Any questions feel free to call Pastor 
Dianne at 5166731231. Zoom invites 
and lyric sheets are sent out via email 
starting the week before each event.

CRAFTER’S BAZAAR
SAVE THE DATE

Saturday, October 2nd
10:00am 3:00pm 

Support your local artisans & small 
businesses! 

Seeking vendors! 

Attention all crafters, woodworkers, 
quilters, knitters, bakers & artists who 
are interested in selling their wares. 

Space is limited so, Sign up beginning 
August 1st and through September 
25th! 

Please see Erica for any questions or to 
reserve your space!

Donation Statements
Any time you want a pdf 
copy of your Donation 
Statement emailed to 
you or a paper copy 
mailed to you, simply 
contact the church office 
and request one.

Phasing Forward Into 
In-Person Service

Starting Sunday, June 13th, we began 
the process of phasing forward into in
person service. Each week during this 
time of transition, 10 people are joining 
us for inperson service  along with 
staff. Seating is socialdistanced, and 
masks are required. 

If you would like to be a part of one or 
more of these inperson services, in
person attendance is by reservation 
only. Each Monday, the first 10 people 
to contact the church office after 
9:30am become the service community 
for that Sunday's service. That said, we 
aim to give everyone a chance to 
attend inperson livestream service, so 
priority will be given to those who did 
not attend the previous week.

The service will continue to be 
livestreamed over Facebook. If you 
have any questions, contact Pastor 
Dianne, 5166731231.





TESTIMONIES, NOT TESTS OF THE 
FAITH

The United Church of Christ embraces a 
theological heritage that affirms the 
Bible as the authoritative witness to the 
Word of God, the creeds of the 
ecumenical councils, and the confessions 
of the Reformation. The UCC has roots 
in the "covenantal" tradition—meaning 
there is no centralized authority or 
hierarchy that can impose any doctrine 
or form of worship on its members. 
Christ alone is Head of the church. We 
seek a balance between freedom of 
conscience and accountability to the 
apostolic faith. The UCC therefore 
receives the historic creeds and 
confessions of our ancestors as 
testimonies, but not tests of the faith.

OPEN AND AFFIRMING

In Galatians 3.28 we are reminded that 
despite our differences we are all "one in 

Christ Jesus." Therefore, we, the people of 
Parkrose Community United Church of 
Christ, declare ourselves to be open and 

affirming. With God's grace, we seek to be a 
congregation that includes all persons, 

embracing differences of sexual orientation, 
gender, marital status, age, mental and 

physical ability, as well as racial, ethnic, 
religious, political or socialeconomic  

background. We welcome all to share in the 
life and leadership, ministry, and fellowship, 

worship, sacraments, responsibilities and 
blessings of  participation in our 

congregation. This is God's church and no 
matter who you are or where you are on life's 

journey, you are welcome here.

Parkrose Community United Church of Christ
P.O. Box 30063
Portland, OR 97294 Sta
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